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Those paperwhites and other daffodils sure could use a drink -- a little whiskey, vodka gin or tequila could keep them
from falling over.

A new Cornell study finds that a touch of booze is a great way to keep certain houseplants from getting too tall by
stunting their growth. "Dilute solutions of alcohol -- though not beer or wine -- are a simple and effective way to reduce
stem and leaf growth," said William Miller, professor of horticulture and director of the Flower Bulb Research Program at
Cornell.

"When the liquor is properly used, the paperwhites we tested were stunted by 30 to 50 percent, but their flowers were as
large, fragrant and long-lasting as usual," added Miller, whose new study on how alcohol inhibits houseplant growth will
be published in the April issue of HortTechnology, a peer-reviewed journal of horticulture. 

Read More here: http://www.news.cornell.edu/stories/March06/drunk.flowers.ssl.html
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